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CONFERENCE
FRIDAY OCTOBER 21 
We welcome you to the first 
Fall In-Service Conference since 2019!

Thank you for attending and for being a part of 
our Maryland Music Education Community.



Schedule at a Glance
Times, locations, and sessions are subject to change.

Building Map: First Floor; Second Floor

7:30 AM

Registration & Check In

7:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Exhibits Open

8:15 AM - 9:00 AM

Choral Reading Session - Elementary - Chorus, Cafeteria

New Band Music Reading Session - Grades .5 - 3.5, Band, Auditorium

More Than Diverse Repertoire: Culturally Responsive Music Ed, General Music, Room F131

Disengaged & Unmotivated: The Ensemble Student Post COVID-19, Performance Ensembles, Room F134

SmartMusic: Your Ultimate Sight Reading Tool, Instrumental Music, Room A154

Back to Basics: Woodwinds Be Fresh to Refresh, Band, Room C102

Creating Your BEST Violin Vocabulary List for Teaching, Orchestra, Room C119

What is Modern Band?, Emerging Practices, Room C121

Storytelling & Songwriting with Ukuleles, General Music, Room C300 (First Floor)

I Wish I'd Known Then What I Know Now - New Teacher Insights, Instrumental Music, Room C205

Safe and Happy: Centering Our Choir Students, Post-Pandemic, Chorus, Room C215

Can I Just Play? (Do you hear me?), General Music, Room C221

9:15 AM - 10:00 AM

Choral Reading Session - Secondary, Chorus, Cafeteria

New String Orchestra Music Reading Session - Grades .5 - 3.5, Orchestra, Auditorium

Great Tone is Developed by Experiences, Band, Room F144

The Non-Percussionist's Survival Guide, Band & Instrumental Music, Room F131

Salsa: Feel the Rhythm!, Instrumental Music, Room F134

Tailoring Instrumental Solos for Student Success, Instrumental Music, Room A154

Ensemble Sight-Reading Strategies for Assessment and Beyond, Band, Room C102

OMG! Strings!, Orchestra, Room C119

LoFi Music Production, Hip Hop and Streaming Culture, Oh My!, General Music, Room C121

Ukulele for the Advancing Student - Melodies & Harder Chords, Instrumental Music & General,

Room C300 (First Floor)

A Crash Course in Special Music Education, General Music, Room C205

The Choral Tune-Up, Chorus, Room C215

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM

Exhibits and Coffee Break

Supervisor Roundtable with Collegiate Attendees, MMEA Leadership, Cafeteria



10:45 AM - 11:30 AM

Jazz is a Genre, Not an Instrumentation - Reading Session, Performance Ensembles, Room F144

Building Your Brand, As You Build a Legacy for Your Program, Chorus, Room F138

Modern Recorder Lab: Old & New School Recorder Strategies, General Music, Room F131

Fingerboard Buddy, Orchestra, Room F134

French Horn Refresh, Band & Instrumental Music, Room C102

A Better Beginning: A Pre-Method Approach for Strings (Part 1), Orchestra, Room C119

Be Brave: Building Trust and Community in the Classroom, Emerging Practices, Room C121

Out with the Old and In with the New? Special Education Music Post-COVID, General Music,

Room C300 (First Floor)

Sax to the Max: Bringing Saxophone Basics Back, Band, Room C205

Finding Inspiration Through Improvisation, Chorus, Room C215

Project Rewrite: Building Early Composition Skills, General Music, Room C221

11:45 AM - 12:30 PM

Tenor-Bass Demonstration Chorus Performance, Chorus, Auditorium

Culturally Responsive Music Education in Action, General Music, Room F131

Not Just Playing Around: Games in the Music Classroom, General Music, Room F134

How to Win Rehearsal and Influence Students, Instrumental Music, Room A154

Now What: Tips & Strategies for the Middle School Jazz Band, Band, Room C102

A Better Beginning: A Pre-Method Approach for Strings (Part 2), General Music, Room C119

Employing SEL Practices through an Equity Lens, Emerging Practices, Room C121

Getting Started with Ukulele in your General Music Program, General Music, Room C300 (First Floor)

Tired of Squeaks, Squawks, & Honks? Back to Clarinet Basics!, Orchestra, Room C205

Special Session on Instrument Repair, Band, Room C215

Inclusive Harmony: Meeting your Musicians at Their Level, General Music, Room C221

A Student-Centered Creative Approach to Marching Band, Band, Stadium

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

Conference Luncheon, Cafeteria (optional - provided lunch pre-orders now closed)

Please join us in thanking the faculty and staff of

Urbana High School and Frederick County Schools for hosting this event.
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Full Schedule

8:15 AM - 9:00 AM

Choral Reading Session - Elementary
Chorus
Cafeteria, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Facilitated By: Dr. Michael Wu, Artistic Director, Strathmore Children’s Chorus
Presider: Lea M. LaRue
Description: Strategies for Teaching Multicultural Repertoire in the Elementary School Choral Classroom

New Band Music Reading Session - Grades .5 - 3.5
Orchestra
Auditorium, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Dr. Christopher Cicconi and the Towson University Wind Ensemble
Presider: Scott C. Engel
Description: This session will feature the Towson University Wind Ensemble reading new music written
for concert band that music educators can program with their ensembles. The music performed will be
by a diverse set of composers and the music will be from grades .5 - 3.5 as to help current instrumental
teachers select repertoire for their upcoming years.

Dr. Christopher Cicconi is the current Director of Bands and Orchestras, and
Associate Professor of Music Education at Towson University. Along with his duties at
Towson University, he served as the Music Director of the Chesapeake Youth
Symphony Concert Orchestra and the Catholic University of America Wind
Ensemble. As a music education advocate, Dr. Cicconi is passionate about being in
the schools, assisting directors, and working with student musicians in the Maryland
Music Education Community.
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More Than Diverse Repertoire: Culturally Responsive Music Ed
General Music
Room F131, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Ashley Cuthbertson (she/her)
Presider: Jen Kauffman
Description: This session will discuss how K-12 music educators can move towards culturally responsive
music education to ensure that the learning environment and instruction is affirming, relevant, and
meaningful for all of our students. We will examine the foundations of culturally responsive teaching in
music curricula in regards to teacher mindset, learning environment, musical content, and instructional
planning.

Ashley Cuthbertson, M.Ed, NBCT (she/her) is a Music Educator dedicated to
ensuring all learners thrive in the music room through the implementation of
culturally responsive and accessible music curriculum & instruction. A Nationally
Board Certified Teacher, Ashley holds certifications in the Kodály approach and Arts
integration. Ashley has served as an elementary general music & choral educator, an
elementary band educator, a K-12 musicianship instructor, a private lessons
instructor, and as an Adjunct Professor.

Disengaged & Unmotivated: The Ensemble Student Post COVID-19
Performance Ensembles
Room F134, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Alexandra Gilbert
Presider: A. Danielle Gilliard
Description: Research shows that student engagement and motivation have significantly decreased
across all disciplines since the start of the pandemic in 2020. This session aims to acknowledge the
impact of COVID-19 on students, largely by identifying unfulfilled needs. Then, with this context,
recommendations are made for strategies that attempt to address physiological and safety concerns and
ultimately, encourage further engagement in the ensemble by fulfilling other levels of need and
attempting to guide students toward self-actualization.

Alexandra (Alix) Gilbert holds a Bachelor of Music in Flute Performance and a
Bachelor of Music Education from the University of Maryland, College Park, and she
is currently pursuing a Master of Music in Music Education from Ithaca College over
the summers. She presently serves as the Director of Bands and a general music
educator at Annapolis High School, maintains a private flute studio, and performs
with the Londontowne Symphony Orchestra.
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SmartMusic: Your Ultimate Sight Reading Tool
Instrumental Music
Room A154, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Michael Kamuf
Presider: Janet Gross
Description: Prioritizing sight reading in your ensemble leads to students’ increased ability to decode
music faster and with more accuracy. Save precious time using the volumes of sight-reading material in
SmartMusic, the new Sight Reading Builder, and the Playlist function to design a sight-reading program
that fits your students’ needs.

Michael Kamuf is an active educator, composer, arranger, and performer and has
taught instrumental music since 1992. His works are performed by numerous
ensembles including the USAF Airmen of Note. He holds Bachelor of Music degrees
in Jazz Performance and Music Education and a Master of Arts in Instrumental
Conducting.

Back to Basics: Woodwinds Be Fresh to Refresh
Band
Room C102, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenters: Cindy Stevenson and Kate McFadden
Presider: John Stevenson
Description: The session will review fundamentals for woodwind pedagogy: assembling, making the first
sounds, and correct posture and position for flute, clarinet, and saxophone. The presenters will
demonstrate techniques for developing representative tone quality and correct articulation. Attendees
are encouraged to bring an instrument.

Cindy Stevenson recently retired from Baltimore County Public Schools after 35
years in music education. Her ensembles have been recognized for their excellence
and her private students consistently do well in auditions and festivals. Ms.
Stevenson has served as a former President of MBDA, All State judge, and Manager
for the State Senior and Middle School band festivals. She lives in Catonsville with
her husband John and their two cats, Thelma and Louise.

Kate McFadden has been teaching music over 32 years and recently retired from
Baltimore County Public Schools. Her consistently received excellent and superior
ratings and performed at conferences in Maryland. She is an active clinician &
conductor and has presented several workshops and sessions. She also has
presented at the NAfME conference in Nashville, and the Midwest Clinic in Chicago.
She is a past president of MODA and a manager of the State Orchestra Assessments.
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Creating Your BEST Violin Vocabulary List for Teaching
Orchestra
Room C119, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Dr. Jeffrey Howard
Presider: Dana Shieh
Description: Participants will learn some of the most effective ways to describe string technique to
students, whether they are beginners or advanced players. These unique catch-phrases help you to get
the most from your time with students. Explore up-bow whips and the Mona Lisa bow stroke and 747s
with outstanding results in a short space of time. You will have fun sharing these ideas! Your students
will enjoy learning them.

Violinist Dr. Jeffrey Howard is a frequent performer and pedagogue with
appearances as recitalist, chamber musician and orchestral performer throughout
the US, Canada, China, and Europe with ensembles such as the Boston Virtuosi, the
Kassian-Howard Duo, the Baltimore Trio, the Baltimore Symphony, and the
Metamorphosen Chamber Ensemble. Recent concerts have been at Carnegie Hall
and Lincoln Center in NY. Dr. Howard is currently in his 15th year as Associate
Professor of Violin at Towson University.

What is Modern Band?
Emerging Practices
Room C121, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenters: Dr. Warren Gramm and Dr. Kathryn Evans
Presider: David Kauffman
Description: This session will introduce current and future music educators into the world of modern
band and popular music education. While the term "modern band" is new, the approach has been used
for many decades both in the US and internationally. Through active participation, attendees will gain an
understanding of the approach in public school classrooms (K-12 and higher ed.) and how popular music
has the potential to reach marginalized populations and all students in schools. Please feel free to bring a
ukulele if you have one!

Dr. Warren Gramm is the Director of Music Education and Assistant Professor of
Music at Lebanon Valley College in Annville, PA. Warren also serves as the
Administrator for The Journal of Popular Music Education. Warren has been an
instructor with Thomas Edison State University since 2006 working in both the PLA
and Music departments. Warren’s teaching experience also includes public-school
teaching of general music, choir, and modern band from 2006 to 2017.

Kathryn L. Evans, Associate Professor of Music Education, joined the faculty of
Towson University in 2012 as the specialist in secondary choral and general music
education. Evans earned a Ph.D. in music education at the University of Miami,
where she was the recipient of the University of Miami Fellowship. She received
Master of Music degrees in both music education and choral conducting, as well as
the Bachelor of Music Education degree, from Central Michigan University.
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Storytelling & Songwriting with Ukuleles
General Music
Room C300 (First Floor), 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Theresa Iacarino
Presider: Carrie Barrett
Description: Participants will need to bring their ukuleles to participate in the creating process that
brings storybooks to life with songs!  Practice the basic chords necessary for accessible ukulele playing by
students of all ages.  Learn the basics of TAB and fingerpicking to perform and create original melodies.
This cross-curricular session will surely help you fill up your Amazon wish list of storybooks that align
with the artistic processes!

Terri teaches vocal music at Cromwell Valley Elementary Magnet School in Baltimore
County Public Schools and a ukulele performance ensemble at Stevenson University.
She has led various professional development sessions throughout Maryland,
MMEA, and Towson University. Terri has many years of experience writing
curriculum including the arts-integrated curriculum for the Baltimore Symphony
Orchestra's Midweek Concerts. In 2018, Terri was awarded the ACEMM Beacon
Scholarship . She was also recognized as a 2020 MMEA Outstanding Music Educator.

I Wish I'd Known Then What I Know Now - New Teacher Insights
Instrumental Music
Room C205, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Dr. Stephen W. Miles
Presider: Dr. Brian Schneckenburger
Description: This session will focus on helping new music teachers successfully navigate their first years
in the profession by incorporating techniques used by highly successful experienced teachers. Common
pitfalls that beset new teachers will be discussed and strategies will be shared for avoiding those traps
that many new teachers fall into as they work through the challenges of the first years of teaching.
Topics include planning, instruction, classroom and program management, communication, assessment,
and personal wellness.

Dr. Stephen Miles is a member of the music education faculty at Towson University
and is active in the Mid-Atlantic region as a clinician, conductor and adjudicator. Dr.
Miles served as a music supervisor for 25 years and taught instrumental music in
Virginia and Maryland for 14 years. He is the past president of the Maryland Music
Educators Association and has presented extensively at state, division, national and
international music education conferences.
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Safe and Happy: Centering Our Choir Students, Post-Pandemic
Chorus
Room C215, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Amy T. Hairston
Presider: Cassie Jacobs
Description: How can ensemble directors evaluate their routines to determine if they are truly serving
the students they have? The purpose of this session is to explore ways to center choir students in the
wake of pandemic-affected learning. Some students returned to choir needing an even safer
environment, to renew their confidence and love of singing. Participants will process their own
experiences and goals for their choirs. Topics include re-evaluating rehearsal format, repertoire and
performance practices/types.

Amy T. Hairston is in her 17th year as a choral/general music and theatre teacher in
MD (Springbrook HS). She’s a proud alumnus of Oakland Mills HS & UMD. Mrs.
Hairston is currently the MMEA Advocacy Chair. She has been a music clinician and
adjudicator for Howard, Montgomery, Baltimore and Calvert County, and enjoys
leading and participating in professional development. She also enjoys vocal
coaching for musicals and is coaching Springbrook’s JV Girls Soccer team.

Can I Just Play? (Do you hear me?)
General Music
Room C221, 8:15 AM - 9:00 AM
Presenter: Dr. Melissa Goetschius
Presider: Gabriel Gray
Description: Attendees will listen and examine the stories of five elementary music students who shared
what they enjoy about music and what they wish music educators would teach them in their music
classes; as shared in a research study that investigated how elementary-aged students participate in a
Landscape of Music Practice. Their stories highlight the need for creative music practices and the desire
to "just play" and explore the musical words in which they inhabit.

Dr. Goetschius currently teaches elementary general/vocal and instrumental music
at Seneca Elementary School in Baltimore County. She received her Doctoral of
Music Arts degree from Boston University in August 2022. Her research interests
include bringing awareness to elementary-aged music students, music identity, and
Communities of Musical Practice theory. Dr. Goetschius is currently in her 20th year
as an elementary educator and has taught both vocal (K-5) and instrumental classes
(4-5).
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9:15 AM - 10:00 AM

Choral Reading Session - Secondary
Chorus
Cafeteria, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Facilitated By: Min Nam, Chorus Teacher, Cabin John Middle School; Zachary Tilkens, Chorus Teacher,
Thomas W. Pyle Middle School
Presider: Edryn J. Coleman
Description: Accessible Choral Music for Middle School to Beginning High School Choirs

New String Orchestra Music Reading Session - Grades .5 - 3.5
Orchestra
Auditorium, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Dr. Christopher Cicconi and the Towson University String Orchestra
Presider: AnneMarie Karnbach
Description: This session will feature the Towson University String Orchestra reading new music written
for strings that music educators can program with their ensembles. The music performed will be by a
diverse set of composers and the music will be from grades .5 - 3.5 as to help current instrumental
teachers select repertoire for their upcoming years.

Dr. Christopher Cicconi is the current Director of Bands and Orchestras, and
Associate Professor of Music Education at Towson University. Along with his duties at
Towson University, he served as the Music Director of the Chesapeake Youth
Symphony Concert Orchestra and the Catholic University of America Wind

Ensemble. As a music education advocate, Dr. Cicconi is passionate about being in
the schools, assisting directors, and working with student musicians in the Maryland
Music Education Community.

Great Tone is Developed by Experiences
Band
Room F144, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Susan Eckerle and the Wootton High School Patriot Winds
Presider: Andrea Cameron
Description: Developing a band’s tone quality is the first order of business, once the classroom
management is achieved.  This session will explore ways to achieve a great tone such as mechanical cues,
listening, singing, peer and teacher reviews and some tricks.  The two questions I constantly ask are
“What do you want to sound like right now?” and “What do you really sound like right now?”  The
Wootton High School Patriot Winds is the demonstration band.

Educator, conductor, and clinician, Susan Eckerle earned a Bachelor of Music
Education degree from Louisiana State University and Master of Arts, Performance
(Conducting) from California State University, Fresno. As a public school band
director, she draws upon her 28-year experience as an instrumental music teacher in
Mississippi, Hawaii, and Maryland public schools. She brings an energetic and
enthusiastic approach to her teaching, keeping the students at the forefront of her
work.
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The Non-Percussionist's Survival Guide
Band & Instrumental Music
Room F131, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Matthew T. Benner
Presider: A. Danielle Gilliard
Description: This session will present solutions to common technical problems encountered with all
grade levels of percussionist. Attendees will be invited to participate in a masterclass-like setting, and
learn correct technical playing on battery instruments, timpani, and mallet instruments. The ideas and
techniques to be addressed are taken from over a decade's worth of observation of percussionists at the
high school level.

Since Matthew has been drumming on every surface within reach since childhood,
he decided to make a career of it. With degrees in Percussion Performance and
Music Education and over a decade of instrumental teaching experience, Matthew is
passionate about inspiring others to perform skillfully and musically and not fear
mixed meter. Matthew lives in Baltimore with his wife, children, and dogs, none of
whom are exempt from occasionally being a crash cymbal.

Salsa: Feel the Rhythm!
Instrumental Music
Room F134, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Samantha Andrejcisk
Presider: Dr. Brian Schneckenburger
Description: This session will explore the style of salsa music through listening activities, Latin
instruments and rhythms culminating in a salsa music performance. Participants will learn about the
characteristics and history of salsa music, and receive musical resources for use in their classroom.
Culturally responsive teaching methods will be presented throughout the session that can be adapted for
your classroom. This session is for instrumental ensembles of all abilities. Come feel the rhythm!

Samantha Andrejcisk is the Director of Bands at Northern High School where she directs
the Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Concert Band, Marching Band, and Class Guitar.
Additionally, she has experience teaching modern band, music technology, and salsa
dancing. Samantha has presented sessions about diverse music, culturally responsive
teaching, and implementing the style of salsa within instrumental ensembles at the
state and national conference level.
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Tailoring Instrumental Solos for Student Success
Instrumental Music
Room A154, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Dr. Danielle Woolery
Presider: Kate Evans
Description: As an ensemble director, it can be difficult to select solo repertoire to ensure student
success at contests, auditions, and other performances. While the Maryland State Solo Lists provide a
diverse range of pieces, it can be difficult to match students with pedagogically appropriate repertoire.
This session will discuss factors to consider when tailoring literature for individual students and provide
resources and recommendations for a variety of instruments.

Dr. Danielle Woolery is Coordinator of Instrumental Studies and Associate Professor of
Music at Texas Woman's University where she teaches clarinet and courses in music
education and pedagogy. As an active performer and clinician, she has given
performances and presentations both nationally and internationally. Woolery currently
serves as President of the National Association of College Wind and Percussion
Instructors and holds degrees from the University of Miami, Webster University, and the
University of North Texas.

Ensemble Sight-Reading Strategies for Assessment and Beyond
Band
Room C102, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Paul Dembowski
Presider: Scott C. Engel
Description: Discover strategies that allow ensembles to develop sight-reading skills in the classroom for
more effective and confident performances.  Let's discuss how directors can intentionally guide student
growth in sight-reading skills on a daily basis and within the concert assessment model.

Paul Dembowski is the Department Chair of the Apex Arts program for the Anne
Arundel County Public Schools where he serves as the school-based lead for the
music magnet program that serves approximately 150 students from across the
county. He is also Conductor of the Anne Arundel Community College Concert Band,
an 80-member ensemble comprised of students, educators, professional and
accomplished amateur musicians from the Washington, DC and Baltimore metro
areas.

Back to Top - 12



OMG! Strings!
Orchestra
Room C119, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Kate McFadden
Presider: Dana Shieh
Description: “Also we need you to teach strings." "What!! I'm not a string person." This session will give
tips and tools to help the non-string playing string teacher. Topics that will be covered include getting to
know the instrument, choosing an instrument and accessories, left and right hand techniques, producing
a solid tone, tuning instruments, playing in tune, choosing methods and music. You will leave with ideas
that can be used immediately in the string class.

Kate McFadden, recently retired from Baltimore County Public Schools, has taught
music at all levels for over 32 years. Her is an active clinician & conductor. She has
presented sessions and webinars at several Maryland and Virginia Music Educator
conferences, at the NAfME conference in Nashville, and the Midwest Clinic in
Chicago. She is a past president of MODA. She holds degrees from Mary Washington
College and Peabody Conservatory.

LoFi Music Production, Hip Hop and Streaming Culture, Oh My!
General Music
Room C121, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Lucia Schaefer
Presider: Dr. Melissa Goetschius
Description: Your students have undoubtedly listened to "LoFi Study Beats" on YouTube, but what is LoFi
music and can your musicians make their own? Participants will learn about the origin of LoFi Music and
create their own demo track in BandLab (which is free!). Laptops with Google Chrome are encouraged.

Lucia Schaefer (they/she) is in their 11th year teaching overall and 4th year teaching
5th-8th grade General Music. She is certified in the Orff Process, the Kodály
Method, and has a graduate certificate in Arts Integration presenting locally,
regionally, and nationally on various topics. When she is not teaching, she is the
Mezzo Soprano soloist at St. Patricks Catholic Church and the Ear Training Teacher
for the DC Chapter of the National Children's Chorus.
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Ukulele for the Advancing Student - Melodies & Harder Chords
Instrumental Music & General
Room C300 (First Floor), 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Joshua Krohn
Presider: Louise Anderson
Description: Are your students past playing C, F, and G chords? Looking for songs that offer a bit more
challenge? Want to teach your students advanced strumming and melody creation? This session is for
you! Join us for an hour of fast-paced, challenging pieces that will inspire both you & your students. The
session covers both how to play melody lines using classical picking as well as the methodology for
teaching these techniques to your students.

This year is Joshua Krohn's twentieth year of teaching in the DMV area. Currently,
he is serving as the Executive Director of the DC Music Educators Association. In his
career, he has been nominated for D.C. Teacher of the Year seven separate times
and is a quarterfinalist for the 2023 Grammy Music Educator of the Year award.
Joshua holds a Ph.D. in music education and is an NBCT in early/middle childhood
music

A Crash Course in Special Music Education
General Music
Room C205, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Sarah Perry, EdD, MT-BC
Presider: Dr. Ashleigh Cicconi
Description: This session will offer attendees a picture of what musical engagement looks like in a music
classroom setting and more specifically, how engagement in special learners may appear different than
what we expect to see as teachers. We will explore the qualities of musical activities as well as ways to
design and adapt activities that allow for optimal engagement of special learners in music.

Sarah Perry, EdD, MT-BC, is Assistant Professor of Music Education at Westminster
Choir College, Rider University. Dr. Perry is a board certified music therapist and
music educator, specializing in special music education and integrated arts learning,
focusing on addressing the needs of special learners in music and performing arts
settings. Dr. Perry is a frequent clinician, leading teacher training workshops
responding to individual differences in arts and music education settings.
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The Choral Tune-Up
Chorus
Room C215, 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM
Presenter: Jeffrey Marlatt
Presider: Edryn J. Coleman
Description: Choral conductors lead musical experiences across a wide variety of social and musical
settings. This session provides participants with a conducting technique “Tune-Up” while exploring
strategies to support culturally responsive teaching. Warm-up and rehearsal technique, repertoire
selection, and a discussion of the choral conductor’s role as leader of culturally diverse ensembles are
included.

Jeffrey Marlatt, Senior Associate Dean and a member of the music education faculty
at Shenandoah Conservatory of Shenandoah University in Winchester, Virginia,
joined the Conservatory after eighteen years of teaching in elementary, middle
school, high school, and collegiate music programs in Indiana, Pennsylvania, and
Ohio. He is an active clinician, conductor, and adjudicator and presents at state,
regional, national, and international music education conferences. He is published
through GIA Publications and Oxford University Press.

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM

Music Supervisor Roundtable with Collegiate Attendees
Collegiate
Cafeteria, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM
Presider: Laura Hicken
Description: Collegiate Students are invited for an informal discussion about the Music Education
Profession in Maryland with our Music Supervisors and MMEA Leadership.

10:45 AM - 11:30 AM

Jazz is a Genre, Not an Instrumentation - Reading Session
Performance Ensembles
Room F144, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: David Kauffman
Presider: Christopher Cicconi
Description: For many music educators, leading authentic jazz learning opportunities is uncomfortable,
largely due to limited experience with the artform.  Compounding this challenge is the misnomer that
jazz education is suited exclusively to student big-bands with strict instrumentation requirements.
Participants are asked to bring an instrument of choice (Concert Pitch, Bb, Eb, Bass Clef, Percussion) and
engage in this interactive reading session using The Real Easy Fake Book.
Session sponsored by: Western Maryland Music Center.

David Kauffman is Senior Manager of the Apex Arts Magnet program in AACPS,
Supervisor of Teacher Interns (Music) at UMBC, and CYSO Jazz Combo Director in
Annapolis. He was Chair of the NAfME Council for Jazz Education from 2018-2022,
and is a member of the Jazz Education Network’s Board of Directors and Executive
Committee. He lives in Baltimore, Maryland with his wife, Jennifer and their dog
Stella.  They have two adult children, Kaitlyn and Sam.
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Building Your Brand, As You Build a Legacy for Your Program
Chorus
Room F138, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Lulu Mwangi Mupfumbu and the Takoma Academy Camerata
Presider: Ocie S. Banks
Description: This session is geared toward helping new or early career teachers establish replicable and
measurable methods that will help them build their own brand as educators while creating thriving,
sustainable choral/music programs. The demonstration ensemble for this session is the Takoma Academy
Camerata.

Lulu Mwangi Mupfumbu teaches at Takoma Academy, where she conducts the
school's choirs and orchestra. She holds a master's in Conducting, and a bachelor's
in Music Education She’s active as a clinician and guest conductor across the United
States and abroad. Her ensembles have performed internationally, won awards at
events such as World Choir Games, performed at the Eastern Region ACDA
Conference, among others. She’s passionate about combining excellence in music
education, performance, and service.

Modern Recorder Lab: Old & New School Recorder Strategies
General Music
Room F131, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Bill Henry
Presider: Theresa Iacarino
Description: Join Bill Henry from the popular Mr. Henry's Music World YouTube Channel to learn a mix of
old & new recorder strategies that have students learning in a fun & engaging way. Technology mixed
with in-person instruction makes teaching the recorder easier and more effective... Plus, kids love it!

Bill Henry is a seasoned elementary music teacher, presenter, and creator of the
popular YouTube channel, Mr. Henry's Music World, which offers high-quality,
entertaining videos for music teachers & kids with millions of views across the
channel. Bill is also the co-creator and producer of The Music Podcast for Kids,
which was featured in The New York Times as one of the top music audio shows for
kids in the world
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Fingerboard Buddy
Orchestra
Room F134, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Elizabeth Cunha
Presider: Janet Gross
Description: Learn to use the Fingerboard Buddy, a manipulative tool made of a popsicle stick, magnets,
and circle dot stickers, to simplify the experience of learning geography on a string instrument. It is small
enough to fit in a case and easily stored. Add bingo chips and students have a visual aid for study of
finger patterns, spatial and aural awareness, and scale building. Teachers will love using these in practice
and assessment.

Elizabeth Cunha is Performing Arts Department Chair at Stone Ridge School where
she teaches orchestra to grades five through twelve. Elizabeth holds a master's
degree in music education from the University of Maryland, runs a violin studio, and
is an active clinician at institutes and workshops. Elizabeth has extensive training
and experience in Suzuki, Bornoff, Music Mind Games, Dalcroze Eurythmics,
Ultimate Music Theory, World Music Drumming, Orff Shulwerk, Fiddle School, and
the Creative Strings Academy.

French Horn Refresh
Band - Instrumental Music
Room C102, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Dr. Margaret McGillivray
Presider: Scott C. Engel
Description: In this session, we'll explore the Top 5 technical aspects that affect student success on the
horn at the elementary, middle and high levels. Bring a horn to try out some of the ideas for yourself and
your questions for the AMA (ask me anything) portion at the end of the presentation.

Margaret McGillivray is a professional horn player, longtime music educator and
committed advocate of new music. She teaches horn to players from ages 9-60, has
had students in multiple honor ensembles including Maryland and Arizona All-State
bands, and is on faculty at Duke Ellington School of the Arts in Washington, DC. She
can often be spotted on stage with the Baltimore, National, Annapolis, Maryland,
Richmond and Lancaster Symphonies when not playing swim taxi driver.
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A Better Beginning: A Pre-Method Approach for Strings (Part 1)
Orchestra
Room C119, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Elizabeth Lavender
Presider: AnneMarie Karnbach
Description: This session, based on principles of Paul Rolland, will provide an overview of A Better
Beginning: A Pre-Method Approach to Starting Young String Students, with special emphasis on the
critical first five lessons, where the overriding goals include establishing balance, freedom of movement,
and the elimination of excessive tension. These principles, if well-established before introducing note
reading, will contribute to a better sound and an ease of playing that will contribute to students' future
success.
Session Sponsored By: Menchey Music Service

Elizabeth Lavender retired from a 35-year career as a public school string teacher in
2016, and has spent her post-retirement nurturing young string players (as a studio
cello instructor), playing the cello (with Allegro Orchestra of Lancaster), and
conducting young orchestras (with Allegro's Nextgen ensembles). She is the author
of A Better Beginning: A Pre-Method for Starting Young String Students, and was the
2019 recipient of the Pennsylvania-Delaware String Teachers Association's
Outstanding String Teacher Award.

Be Brave: Building Trust and Community in the Classroom
Emerging Practices
Room C121, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Sarah Lorek
Presider: Carrie Barrett
Description: As we return to the classroom, it is important to meet our students where they currently
are.  How will we know where that is?  By getting to know them!  This session will focus on how to build
a rapport of trust and respect within the ensemble. Creating a community of positivity elevates a
student’s comfort with both their teacher and their peers feeling valued and heard.  If you build it…they
will stay.

Sarah Lorek’s educational mission is to cultivate students with integrity, initiative &
independence. Sarah is celebrating her 20th year in education. Prior experiences: 4
years at Centreville MS in Queen Anne’s County & 14 years with Chopticon HS
Chorus. Recently, Ms. Lorek was appointed as the Supervisor of Strategic Initiatives.
In 2018, Ms. Lorek was selected as SMCPS Teacher of the Year. She lives in St. Mary's
with her husband, Edward and two children, Alice & Sophie.
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Out with the Old and In with the New? Special Education Music Post-COVID
General Music
Room C300 (First Floor), 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Nancy Wood and John Keily
Presider: Dr. Ashleigh Cicconi
Description: Virtual Instruction presented an immediate challenge to instruction across all curricular
areas.  Music is no exception.  How can we use technology to teach a hands-on, interactive subject?
How can we engage students with attention and other learning obstacles?  We need to find a balance
between the ‘old school’ (ie., call-and-response; I do, we do; you do) and ‘new school’ (Smartboard and
computer-driven) methodologies.  Each approach has its own strengths for Music Educators to capitalize
upon.

Nancy Wood has been a Music Special Educator since 2013. Her background is in
Musical Theatre. She began teaching Music in General Education; pursued Special
Education at the University of MD, and is honored to currently serve students with
multiple, severe and profound disabilities. She is grateful to have been teammates
with John Keily for the past nine years.

John Keily, lifelong Prince Georgean, sang with Judith Hawkins, PGCPS Vocal/General Music Supervisor,
in the Prince George’s County Public Schools Honors Chorus when they were both students.  He has
brought his keyboard and compositional skills to Maryland students for over thirty years.  Mr. John and
Ms. Nancy are beginning their tenth year together as Music Special Educators.

Sax to the Max: Bringing Saxophone Basics Back
Band
Room C205, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Dr. Lori Schwartz Reichl
Presider: Kerry J. Gilliard
Description: Let's take our saxophone studio or saxophone section of our band to the max by bringing
saxophone basics back! Are our saxophone teaching strategies on track? Review basic saxophone playing
concepts and discover quick fixes for specific student-playing concerns from elementary through
secondary levels. Reflect on teaching practices while making key changes to refresh strategies that
represent a shared vision to enrich the saxophone curriculum, the private studio, the saxophone section,
and the full band.

Dr. Lori Schwartz Reichl served as a secondary school band director for 15 years and
has maintained a private saxophone studio for 28 years. She is the author of nearly
100 articles, has presented more than 80 professional development sessions
nationwide, has spoken in dozens of collegiate classrooms, and has been
interviewed for 15 podcasts. She designed and instructs her graduate course at The
University of the Arts (Philadelphia) and VanderCook College of Music (Chicago.)
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Finding Inspiration Through Improvisation
Chorus
Room C215, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Dr. Diana V. Sáez
Presider: Kate Evans
Description: There is no need to be a jazz player in order to improvise. Improvisation can provide our
students with opportunities to communicate and respond to each other through music, and to develop
musical skills in a non-structured way. In this session, we will engage in improvisation games and
exercises, including Circle Songs, that will help promote creativity and expression in the music classroom
and in the choral rehearsal, and equally important to have fun.

Dr. Diana V. Sáez is the Director of Choral Activities at Towson University. Dr. Sáez is
a frequent guest conductor, adjudicator, and lecturer in the United States and
abroad. In the past five years, she has presented at national and regional ACDA
conventions, American universities, and various other engagements in North and
South America. Her compositions are published by Hal Leonard, Boosey and
Hawkes, and the Roger Dean Publishing Company.

Project Rewrite: Building Early Composition Skills
General Music
Room C221, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenter: Jeannette Boyd, NBCT
Presider: Dr. Melissa Goetschius
Description: Explore how to build creativity, collaboration, and composition through student projects
rewriting lyrics. Participants will discover how to use composition projects that provide a structure for
beginning lyric composition and allow sentence frames making composing successful for all, including
English Learners.

Jeannette is in her seventeenth year teaching music, currently at Tyler Heights
Elementary School in Anne Arundel County. Jeannette is a National Board Certified
Teacher and holds BS in Communication and BS in Education (music) from Clarion
University and a Master of Education and Kodaly certification from the American
Kodaly Institute at Loyola University.
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11:45 AM - 12:30 PM

Tenor Bass Demonstration Chorus Performance
Chorus
Auditorium, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Conductor: Dr. Scott Rieker
Presider: Angela Adams
Description: Maryland Choral Educators Association (MCEA) is proud to announce the return of the
Maryland Tenor-Bass Demonstration Chorus that will be part of the Maryland Music Educators
Association (MMEA) Fall In-Service on Friday, October 21, 2022. The chorus will include exemplary tenor
and bass singers from across the state of Maryland in grades 9-12 (as of the 2022-2023 school year). The
students must be members of their high school choral class.

Dr. Scott Rieker is Director of Choral Activities and Choral Music Education at
Frostburg State University, conducting the Chamber Singers, University Chorale,
Troubadours tenor/bass choir, teaching conducting, music education, and
supervising student-teachers. His doctorate in Choral Music is from the University of
Southern California (USC) specializing in Music Teaching and Learning, Vocology, and
Composition. Rieker taught music in Iowa public schools for eight years. His research
is in strategic risk-taking in the choral ensemble.

Culturally Responsive Music Education in Action
Orchestra
Room F131, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Ashley Cuthbertson (she/her)
Presider: Rodney Lewis II
Description: Building upon the theoretical framework of Culturally Responsive Music Education, in this
session we will engage in a live lesson demo  for general music classrooms K-8. Participants will engage in
a hands-on lesson to explore curriculum development through a culturally responsive, learner centered
lens. Participants will leave with a better understanding of practical applications, and several tried and
true lessons & strategies they can use to deepen their culturally responsive instructional delivery
practices.

Ashley Cuthbertson, M.Ed, NBCT (she/her) is a Music Educator dedicated to
ensuring all learners thrive in the music room through the implementation of
culturally responsive and accessible music curriculum & instruction. A Nationally
Board Certified Teacher, Ashley holds certifications in the Kodály approach and Arts
integration. Ashley has served as an elementary general music & choral educator, an
elementary band educator, a K-12 musicianship instructor, a private lessons
instructor, and as an Adjunct Professor.
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Not Just Playing Around: Games in the Music Classroom
General Music
Room F134, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Christina Baker
Presider: Emily Hill
Description: Engage your students through singing, play, and musical exploration. Learn how to use
singing games as a classroom management strategy, to reinforce musical skills, to differentiate, and as an
assessment tool. Come play with us! (With a special focus on strategies that work with challenging
students).

Ms. Baker has taught in St. Mary’s County, MD, for 23 years. She is currently at LPES,
the woodwind specialist with the GMHS Marching Band, directs the SMCPS Elem
Honor Jazz Band, and is adjunct at St. Mary's College MD, MAT. She holds a BS in
Music Education from Duquesne University, a Maryland APC, National Board
Certification. She is a mentor, cooperating teacher, and teacher leader. Ms. Baker
plays over 30 instruments with area bands.

How to Win Rehearsal and Influence Students
Instrumental Music
Room A154, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Katie O'Hara LaBrie
Presider: Dr. Ashleigh Cicconi
Description: Keeping students engaged while they are used to the buzz of social media and a constant
influx of information can be challenging these days. This session will present tried and true ways to mix
up your typical rehearsal, earn your students’ attention, sneak in technique, and assess progress.  Most
importantly, it will bring your ensemble together as one cohesive group as they engage with each other
and the music, to achieve a winning rehearsal!

Katie O’Hara LaBrie is a composer, conductor and clinician from Northern Virginia.
She spent the first 16 years of her career teaching orchestra in public schools and is
now focused on creating content for music educators through her compositions and
clinic presentations. She is the co-founder of “The Big IDEA” practice method, and
was recently recognized as one of Yamaha’s “40 Under 40” in music education. Find
out more at www.katieoharalabrie.com.
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Now What: Tips & Strategies for the Middle School Jazz Band
Band
Room C102, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Michael Kamuf
Presider: Krystal Williams
Description: This clinic covers addresses many of the issues that middle school jazz band directors
encounter as they instruct and manage their ensemble including management (including curricular and
extra-curricular topics), communication, planning, making warm-ups effective, introducing
improvisation, the importance of listening, selecting literature, and resources for supplemental
materials.

Michael Kamuf is an active educator, composer, arranger, and performer and has
taught instrumental music since 1992. His works are performed by numerous
ensembles including the USAF Airmen of Note. He holds Bachelor of Music degrees
in Jazz Performance and Music Education and a Master of Arts in Instrumental
Conducting.

A Better Beginning: A Pre-Method Approach for Strings (Part 2)
Orchestra
Room C119, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Elizabeth Lavender
Presider: Kerry J. Gilliard
Description: This session, based on principles of Paul Rolland, will provide an overview of A Better
Beginning: A Pre-Method Approach to Starting Young String Students, with special emphasis on the
critical first five lessons, where the overriding goals include establishing balance, freedom of movement,
and the elimination of excessive tension. These principles, if well-established before introducing note
reading, will contribute to a better sound and an ease of playing that will contribute to students' future
success.
The Session Sponsored By: Menchey Music Service

Elizabeth Lavender retired from a 35-year career as a public school string teacher in
2016, and has spent her post-retirement nurturing young string players (as a studio
cello instructor), playing the cello (with Allegro Orchestra of Lancaster), and
conducting young orchestras (with Allegro's Nextgen ensembles). She is the author
of A Better Beginning: A Pre-Method for Starting Young String Students, and was the
2019 recipient of the Pennsylvania-Delaware String Teachers Association's
Outstanding String Teacher Award.
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Employing SEL Practices through an Equity Lens
Emerging Practices
Room C121, 10:45 AM - 11:30 AM
Presenters: Christopher Gee and Heather Caulton
Presider: Julie Vaughn
Description: SEL practices have been heralded as the necessary element to support students as they
re-enter school buildings for in-person learning. While ensuring students have the necessary soft skills to
navigate the school environment, something music educators do well, it is important that educators
BUILD upon that practice to address the inequities that are prevalent in our education system. Educator's
ability to empower students is essential.

Christopher Gee, a native of Baltimore, was educated in Baltimore public schools
and holds Bachelor and Master degrees in Music from Morgan State. Christopher
has worked across all grade levels, served as a HS band director, and Assistant to the
Director of Bands at Morgan State under Melvin Miles. He has written curriculum in
Baltimore City and Baltimore County Schools, and presents on equity and SEL in
BCPS. Christopher is Assistant Principal at Franklin Middle.

Heather Caulton is a career educator who has worked in classrooms, choral halls,
and district offices. She is the former Woodlawn High choral director, specialist in
the Baltimore County Office of Music and Dance, and Assistant Principal. She holds
degrees from the Eastman School of Music and Peabody Conservatory. Ms. Caulton
is currently serving as the principal of Loch Raven Technical Academy and presents
on SEL practices and connecting initiatives to learning frameworks.

Getting Started with Ukulele in your General Music Program
General Music
Room C300 (First Floor), 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Louise L. Anderson
Presider: Jen Kauffman
Description: Learn strategies for embedding ukulele instruction into your General Music Education
programs K-12. Bring your uke! (A limited number of instruments will be available to borrow.)
Participants will leave with a long list of free resources including a spreadsheet containing links to over
1,000 YouTube play-along videos,  a suggested curriculum, pedagogical tips, and ideas to build student
skills at any grade level and ability.

Associate Professor of Music and Coordinator for Music Education and all Secondary
Education programs at Salisbury University, MD. 30 years experience teaching music
in PK-12 schools. Focus areas include secondary general music, choral music
education, curriculum writing, ukulele instruction, and music technology. A frequent
artist-in-residence for ukulele programs, co-coordinator for the community-based
Eastern Shore Ukulele Society, and performer on a variety of instruments as well as
singing with Diana Wagner, also an SU professor.
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Tired of Squeaks, Squawks, & Honks? Back to Clarinet Basics!
Band
Room C205, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Dr. Danielle Woolery
Presider: Kate Evans
Description: Are your clarinet students always having a bad reed day? Does crossing the break almost
bring you to your breaking point? Help has arrived! Have fun with fundamentals as we review basics and
explore techniques for teaching and improving tone, embouchure, breath support, hand and finger
position, technique, articulation, the break, tuning and intonation, alternate fingerings and the altissimo
register. Session attendees will be given a detailed handout with further resources and information.

Dr. Danielle Woolery is Coordinator of Instrumental Studies and Associate Professor
of Music at Texas Woman's University where she teaches clarinet and courses in
music education and pedagogy. As an active performer and clinician, she has given
performances and presentations both nationally and internationally. Woolery
currently serves as President of the National Association of College Wind and
Percussion Instructors and holds degrees from the University of Miami, Webster
University, and the University of North Texas.

Special Session on Instrument Repair
Band
Room C215, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Lee Hirschmann
Presider: Laura Hicken
Description: This will be a session on instrument repair. Details coming soon!
This Session Sponsored By: The Band Shoppe

Inclusive Harmony: Meeting your Musicians at Their Level
General Music
Room C221, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenter: Michele Hobizal
Presider: Gabriel Gray
Description: Defining an accessible learning environment is critical to the setting of an inclusive
community in the music classroom. By knowing our students and their needs, we can think of their
assets and challenges as we prepare our spaces, lesson plans, and experiences. In this session, attendees
will work together to create ideas and plans to provide a more accessible learning environment.
This Session Sponsored By: QuaverEd

Michele Hobizal taught elementary music for 31 years in Texas and is currently the
Lead Trainer for QuaverEd. She has a BME from Texas State University and is a past
conductor of the Katy ISD District Elementary Honor Choir. She served two terms as
the TMEA Elementary VP, is a Past Elementary VP for the TCDA, and is a cadre
member of CEDFA.
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A Student-Centered Creative Approach to Marching Band
Band
Stadium, 11:45 AM - 12:30 PM
Presenters: Mike Harrison and Urbana High School Marching Band
Presider: Scott C. Engel
Description: This session will focus on a unique approach to planning, teaching, and creating productions
for marching band. We include students in the creative process. We also design and teach very
specifically to each individual. In an activity where uniformity and standardization are historically insisted
upon, we've made great strides to reject that expectation. In short, I want to pull back the curtain on
how we've arrived at where we are as a marching band program.

Mike Harrison serves as Director of Bands at Urbana High School, as well as the
Percussion Caption Head with the US Naval Academy Drum and Bugle Corps, and
the President of the Maryland Marching Band Association. He has served as a
consultant, arranger, or adjudicator with many other organizations throughout the
Mid-Atlantic. Prior to his start at UHS, Mike worked as a freelance instructor and
performer primarily in Baltimore and Annapolis.
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Conference Sponsors

MMEA is supported by a grant from the Maryland State
Arts Council, an agency funded by the State of Maryland
and the National Endowment for the Arts. For more
information about the Maryland State Arts Council,
please visit msac.org.


	Inside 2022 Fall In-Service Conference Program
	Front and Back Covers 2022 Fall In-Service Program (1)

